
 
 

January 14, 2026 
 
Sent Via Electronic Mail 
 
Daniel Girvan, Director  
County of Hawai‘i 
Department of Environmental Management 
345 Kekūanāo‘a Street, Suite 41 
Hilo, HI 96720 
Daniel.Girvan@hawaiicounty.gov  
 
Re:  Revised Administrative Order on Consent 
  EPA Docket No. SDWA-UIC-AOC-09-2017-0002 
  Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu Large-Capacity Cesspool Closure Projects 
  Approval to Extend Nā‘ālehu Environmental Information Document Compliance Deadline 
 
Dear Director Girvan: 
 
On January 5, 2026, the County of Hawai‘i (the County) submitted to the Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 9 (EPA) a Request for Extension letter that seeks EPA’s approval to extend the January 
20, 2026, compliance deadline to submit the Nā‘ālehu Environmental Information Document (EID) that 
is set forth in Paragraph 32.c of the Federal Administrative Order on Consent (Consent Order) between 
EPA and the County in relation to the County’s Pāhala and Nā‘ālehu Large-Capacity Cesspool Closure 
Projects.1    
 
Basis for Extension 
 
The County requested an extension because on April 21, 2025, the State Historic Preservation Division 
(SHPD) disagreed with the significance assessment and recommended treatment of a historic site 
identified in the County’s July 2024 Archaeological Inventory Survey (AIS). As a result, SHPD requested 
additional discussions take place between the County, Cultural Surveys Hawai‘i, Native Hawaiian 
Organizations, and SHPD regarding the assessment of the project area and the recommended 
treatment of historic properties. The County also noted that SHPD requested continued consultation 
between the County and the Ala Kahakai Trail Association (ATA) to address the Association’s concern 
that the proposed project area could impact historic properties that were agreed to be preserved. 
 

 
1 EPA previously approved the County’s first request to extend the deadline to submit the Nā‘ālehu EID from the initial October 22, 2024 
deadline to April 24, 2025 on October 22, 2024, and EPA also approved the County’s second request to extend the deadline to submit the 
Nā‘ālehu EID from April 24, 2025 to January 20, 2026 on April 23, 2025. 
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County Actions  
 
Since receiving the April 21, 2025, disagreement notification, the County reports that it has taken steps 
to address SHPD’s concerns, including meeting with ATA to discuss potential solutions to minimize 
impacts to historic properties and directing its engineer to develop site plan adjustments that could 
preserve historic sites of concern to SHPD. In addition, the County noted that it was also in the process 
of correcting certain sections of the AIS for resubmission of the document to SHPD for review. 
 
EPA Determination 
     
Based on consideration of the remaining steps necessary for the County to complete the Section 106 
consultation for the Nā‘ālehu Large-Capacity Cesspool project and the steps taken by County to 
address SHPD’s concerns on the assessment of historic sites, EPA has determined that the County’s 
extension request meets the requirements of Paragraph 41 of the Consent Order. Paragraph 41 
provides that the County may petition EPA for an extension of any deadline in Paragraphs 32–34 when 
new information or circumstances require modification of planned actions or schedules to achieve 
compliance with the Consent Order. Accordingly, EPA grants the County’s request and extends the 
deadline to submit the Nā‘ālehu EID from January 20, 2026, to May 21, 2027. 

Reminder on Closure Deadline 

Approval of this extension does not alter the December 31, 2027, compliance deadline to close the 
Nā‘ālehu Community Cesspools. If the County anticipates that it may not meet the closure deadline for 
the Nā‘ālehu Community Cesspools, the County shall notify EPA in accordance with Paragraph 57 of 
the Consent Order. The County may submit an extension request in accordance with Paragraph 41 of 
the Consent Order.  

If you have any questions about this letter, please feel free to have your staff contact Jelani Shareem at 
(415) 972-3095 or via email at shareem.jelani@epa.gov. Legal questions should be addressed to 
Kimberly Wells at (415) 972-3056 or wells.kimberly@epa.gov.  

        Sincerely, 
 
 
        Roberto Rodriguez, Assistant Director 
        Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Division 
 
cc:  C. Kimo Alameda, Ph.D., Mayor (Kimo.Alameda@hawaiicounty.gov)    
       William V. Brilhate, J.D., Managing Director (William.Brilhante@hawaiicounty.gov)    
       Merrick Nishimoto, Deputy Managing Director (Merrick.Nishimoto@hawaiicounty.gov)  
 Renee N.C. Schoen, Corporation Counsel (Renee.Schoen@hawaiicounty.gov)  
 Diana Mellon-Lacey, Deputy Corporation Counsel (Diana.Mellon-Lacey@hawaiicounty.gov)  
 Diane Nakagawa, Director of Finance, (Diane.Nakagawa@hawaiicounty.gov) 
 Craig Kawaguchi, Deputy Director, DEM (Craig.Kawaguchi@hawaiicounty.gov) 
 Chris Laude, P.E., Acting Wastewater Division Chief (Christopher.Laude@hawaiicounty.gov)  
 Mark J. Grant, Project Coordinator (MarkJ.Grant@hawaiicounty.gov)   
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